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THE QUILTS OF THE
VIRGINIA PIEDMONT

by MARY WINSTON NICKLIN

HE QUILT RIGHTLY CONJURES IMAGES of cozy-
ing up to the fireplace to ward off a winter chill,
but these brilliant, patchwork textiles—as dis-
played here in our Winter Art Gallery—serve

more than a urilirarian purpose.
QL[“(S arc a Llniquc artistc I“Cdi'
um and part of the historic record. From the early
colonial period in Virginia through the Civil War to
the present day, quilts convey personal stories that
are part of Virginia heritage. Some are the home-
spun work of slaves, others are elaborate and color-
ful patterns derived from ladies magazines by the
landed gentry. Some caprure the ideology of a cer-
tain time (Confederate flags stitched from velver
and silk), others embody the camaraderie berween
women who made friendship quilts side-by-side—
cach square embroidered by a different quilter.
Contemporary quilts like Maria Ellena Cosimano-
Kohl’s are works of art in their own right (see previ-
ous pages), designed by modern-day artisans.
In fact, there is an entire book devored to the
Virginian quilt, a gorgeous and fascinating volume

entitled Quilts of Virginia 1607-1899: The Birth of

America Through the Eye of a Needle (Virginia
Consortium of Quilters, Schiffer Publishing).
Published in 2006 to celebrate Virginias 400th
anniversary in 2007, the coffee-table book pres-

"Appalachian Folk Dance"” (right), designed by
Susan Hinkel and made by the Piedmont Quilter’s
Guild, took 14 years to make and was a finalist in
the Fall 2004 International Quilt Festival put.

ents 270 quiles spanning the centuries since the founding of

Jamestown. In fact, these quilts can be viewed in the broader con-

text of American history for “in the beginning, all America was
Virginia,” to quote William Byrd II. Eight Virginia-born U.S.
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presidents find a place in this book:
Martha Washingron sewed roile depicting
William Penn’s peace treaty with the
Indians in 1682; Dolley Madison made
claborate silk pink cushions; President
Monroe’s daughter Maria Hester created a
masterpiece of hexagons with the honey-
comb mosaic pattern found in Godey’s
Ladies Magazine. Most notable, perhaps, is
the quilt made with scraps of Mary Todd
Lincoln's dresses by an African-American
dressmaker who, as seamstress for Jefferson
Davis's wife and other prominent society
women, was able to purchase her own free-
dom from slavery with her carnings.

In a state so haunted by history, resi-
dents can explore a unique part of
Virginia’s past by heading over the Blue
Ridge Mountains to Harrisonburg to
check out the Virginia Quilt Muscum

(www.vaquiltmuseum.org). Open to the
public as a resource center to examine the  sonal holiday closure, the museum will ~ “Tobacco Leaf,” by Lula Mote Owens

role of quilts and quilting in the cultural reopen on February 1, 2009 with “Floral Dulaney of Gordonsville, from the

’ collection at the Virginia Quilt Museum—
a public resource center examining the
role of quilting in history and culture.

life of society, the musecum preserves Abundance, an exhibit showcasing
quilts in a permanent collection dis-  applique quilts crafted by members of the
played on the second floor. After its sea-  Old Dominion Applique Sociery. B

Animal
Medical
Center

Central Virginia's premier destination
for Quilting, Sewing, ;
and all things BERNINA. NN, SR Dr. John Rethman and his staff are
committed to excellence and a pro-active
approach in providing compassionate
small animal care. He has been practicing
veterinary medicine in the Northern
Virginia area since 1982.

www.cottonwoodquiltshop.com

Meadowbrook Shopping Centre
2086 Barracks Road, Charloltesville, VA 22903
434-244-9975

, : iy . 540-428-0025
Hours: Mou - Sat 10 - 6; Wed 10 - 8; Sun 12 - 4 RN www.amcwarrenton.com
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